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Dear Friends,
When you think of those who have served in the military, no
matter what branch or which war, certain words come to mind.
Words like valor, courage, honor and spirit are often at the top
of the list, and for good reason. These terms truly embody
what it means to have served your country. You
showed valor in the face of adversity. It took
courage to leave your lives and families behind.
You treated your fellow countrymen with
honor and you fought for your country with
an unwavering spirit.

Fredrick C. Smith III
Chair
David J. Kaasa
President/CEO
Kenneth A. Kemper
Executive Vice President/
Project Development

At the OPRS retirement communities and
Senior Independence divisions, we are proud to
house, serve and employ so many people who
served for our country. That is why we’ve
decided to dedicate this special edition
issue of M
“ ission in Focus” to our
veterans. We want to recognize and
thank you for your service to our
Pfc. David Kaasa, 1970
country no matter how big or small,
long or short it may have been. However, we have so many
veterans at our locations that it would be nearly impossible
to interview each one, though we wish we could because we
appreciate every single one of you. Instead, we’ve randomly
selected a number of veterans from around the state and
highlighted their stories on the pages within.
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Executive Vice President/COO
Retirement Communities
OPRS Foundation
Cheryl A. Boyer
Chair
Thomas G. Hofmann
President

Published by
Ohio Presbyterian Retirement Services
for employees, residents,
clients and friends of OPRS.

Come join us on our trip down memory lane as we retell the
stories of old and take our hats off to all of our veterans.
As a veteran of the Vietnam era myself, I thank you for all
you’ve done for our country and for the joy you continue
to bring to our communities, staff and lives.

To submit photos or articles, please send to:

Sincerely,

Ohio Presbyterian Retirement Services
attn: Sandra Simpson
1001 Kingsmill Parkway
Columbus, OH 43229

David J. Kaasa
OPRS President and CEO

phone 614 888-7800 • fax 614 888-6864
email oprs@corp.oprs.org
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Great Successes (continued)
She saw an elderly woman lying face
Another resident favorite is LB
Gullette, maintenance, for Cape May. down in the snow. She pulled over,
LB was one of the ﬁrst employees hired helped her up and escorted her to
safety. Because she thought ahead and
by OPRS when they took over the
allotted herself extra time, she wasn’t
management of Cape May. LB was
even late for her ﬁrst client of the day!
retired for about six months when he
Jenny treats everyone in the same
saw the advertisement for the Cape
May job for two days per week. Those manner. She made a choice to be a
two days per week became three days home health aide nearly 14 years ago
because she is a compassionate, caring
per week and now it’s ﬁve days per
person who truly wanted to make a
week. So much for retirement! LB
difference in the lives of others. To
says the best thing about working at
her, working is not simply a job, but
Cape May is the relationships he has
with the residents. He values the close rather a passion!
Mahoning Valley Senior
ties and the feeling of having 40 sets
Independence is proud of
of grandparents looking out for him.
Michelle Hawkins, marketing, who
In his spare time, LB spends a lot
of service. Kathy wrote a lovely
traveled to Brazil in May to study
of time with his grandchildren. His
letter, some of which is included here:
Brazil’s health care and educate them
other pastime is playing the Dobro in
When Steve was a sophomore at LaSalle
about our health care.
a bluegrass band. He recently made
High School in 1978, he became one of the
Franklin Adult Day Care
his “You Tube” (www.youtube.com)
ﬁrst servers in the dining room of Larchwood. debut in a video of a program they
recently celebrated its 10 year anniversary. Executive Director Joan
Most residents will boast, ‘I helped raise
played for a Hillsboro area church.
Punch-Fleming congratulated Cheryl
him.’ Over the years, the staff and residents
Our thanks go out to LB for being a
Angline with the following letter. You
kind, dedicated and compassionate
have learned that Steve does not know the
and
your staff did an excellent job. The
employee.
LB
lives
the
mission
of
word, ‘No.’ He willingly accepts every request
Vice
President of the Board of Trustees so
OPRS every day in his work, and we
and challenge with an easygoing, positive
genuinely thanked us over and over for what
attitude and a smile. He arranges his life and appreciate all he does for our campus
a great success Franklin ADC has become.
and
our
residents!
vacation schedule around Llanfair’s requests
Your work every day is equally as admirable,
Toledo
Senior
Independence
and needs. When the winter weather becomes
and not to be lost in the celebration of the sucwould like to boast about Jenny
too treacherous to drive, he walks to work in
Brisbane, home health aide. Recently, cess of the event. You and your staff should
hip-deep snow and then spends the night(s).
celebrate your excellence in service and care
Jenny was on her way to a client’s
When our residents wanted to raise money
for those you serve every day. 
home,
having
left
early
to
accommoto purchase two new shampoo chairs for the
date bad weather driving in Toledo.
Llanfair beauty parlor, Steve volunteered to
cook the dinner for 150 guests and charged
only for the food, never the labor. A year
later, he volunteered again. Steve is always a
gentleman – clean in body and speech – and
we at Llanfair appreciate him! He’s the
Thanks to all of the employees within the OPRS family – for all of their
embodiment of our mission statement, and
contributions, the ones not so obvious and the ones gloriously evident.
we’re so glad he’s ours!
Llanfair resident Kathleen Keifer
is the ﬁrst to wish congratulations to
employee Steve Schmitz, (pictured
below), dining director, for his 30 years
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A Tribute to Our Troops
Breckenridge Village Veterans
Duane Mayhew
Like his ﬁve brothers and one brother-in-law, Lt. Duane Mayhew
joined the U.S. Navy in 1943. After attending Indoctrination school
at Princeton University and Communications school at Harvard
University, he was assigned to the USS Little and participated in the
invasions of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. On May 3, 1945 the USS Little
was sunk 90 miles west of Okinawa by four Japanese kamikazes. Fortyseven men were killed in the attack and the survivors, including Duane,
were left ﬂoating in the South China Sea for six hours before being
rescued. After 30 days of survivor leave, he was assigned to the USS
Sauﬂey in Shanghai, China, where he ran minesweeping and pilot-ship
operations on the Yangtze and Wangpoo rivers. Duane was discharged
from active duty in 1946, whereupon he joined the Navy Reserve. Much
to his surprise and dismay, he was called up for active duty once again
in 1951 for the Korean War. This he says is one of his saddest memories because he had to leave his wife and two children.
During the Korean War, Duane was a staff communications ofﬁcer and commander for a squadron of eight destroyers.
The highlight of his service came when Prime Minister Winston Churchill came aboard his ship and he had the pleasure of
escorting Mrs. Winston Churchill on a tour of the ship. Duane was discharged in 1953 and joyfully reunited with his family.

Marion Spence
Upon graduating from nursing school in the fall of 1944, Capt.
Marion Spence, along with half of her class, enlisted in the U.S. Army
Nurse Corps. Toward the end of World War II, Marion and 556 other
nurses were assigned to a hospital ship and she sailed to the Philippines,
Kure, Kyoto, Osaka, Yokahama and Hiroshima (two months after the
atomic bomb was dropped!). She ﬁnally returned home in 1946 and
signed up for the Reserve. In February 1951, Marion was called back to
active duty and sent to Fort Dix for two years. Marion then signed on for
another two years and was stationed in Hawaii until 1955, when she was
discharged. Of her time in the Army, Marion says that she was “proud
to serve and glad she was able to go over and relieve some of the nurses
who had been overseas for awhile.”
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Cape May Veterans
Bill Ostermeier

Bob Kerman
Bob Kerman began his tour of duty
with the U.S. Army in April 1946 and
served until April 1947. He spent six
months at Fort Knox, KY, and Camp
Stoneman, CA. As a member of the
207th Military Police in the Philippines
and Seoul, South Korea, he served as a
guard for a hotel where the U.S. generals
stayed. After his time in the service, Bob
graduated from Northwestern University,
became an electrical engineer and
eventually retired from Furnas Electric
where he worked for 25 years.

With more than 27 years of total service,
Master Sgt. Bill Ostermeier served in World
War II, the Korean War and in Vietnam.
Bill enlisted in the U.S. Marines two days
before his 18th birthday in September 1943. He
and four other men from Dayton, OH, traveled
together to San Diego, CA, for boot camp
(Platoon 946) and all ﬁve graduated. As he
watched his platoon marching off, he had an
“empty gut feeling,” as they headed off without
him. Bill had applied and had been accepted
for training at Sea School. Upon ﬁnishing Sea
School, Bill was assigned as military police onboard the USS Rochambeau, a French luxury
liner that was converted into a troop transport and
sailed throughout the Paciﬁc. By March 1945, the
ship was decommissioned.
Bill received an honorable discharge as a
corporal in 1946. He then re-enlisted as a corporal in the U.S. Marines Inactive Reserve in
December 1947. Later, he returned to active duty
in December 1950, became a sergeant in 1951
and a staff sergeant in 1952. Bill went to Korea in
July 1953 where he became a technical sergeant
in October 1956, a gunnery sergeant in 1961 and
a master sergeant in 1966. Bill retired from the
Marines in March 1975.
Bill and his wife Ruby, who live at Cape
May, got married nine years ago at Camp Pendleton by Navy Chaplain Bob
Cunningham. They had a military wedding and both Bill and Chaplain Bob
wore their Marine uniforms.

Burnham Scott (Scotty)
Scotty served in the U.S. Army Medical Corps
as an X-ray technician during the Korean War
from 1951 to 1952. He worked in a 300-bed
hospital in Zama, Japan. During the 18 months
he was there, they had only one casualty. He
remembers being in Okinawa and he and a friend
were invited to join a Japanese family for a day.
The Japanese grandfather, who was an admiral in
the Japanese Navy, thanked them for their service.
Scotty is enjoying his retirement and likes
being at Cape May.
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Bob Holmes
Bob Holmes served in the U.S. Navy from 1950 to 1954. In 1950,
he received his basic training at Camp Mofﬁt in the Great Lakes
Naval Training Center of Illinois. From there, Bob went to Guam
for 1½ years and was assigned to Aviation Ordinance. He attended

Bob Briley
explosives ordinance disposal school, special weapons school and
became a deep-sea scuba diver for the purpose of disassembling
mines and bombs. Bob was a bomb disposal man with the USS Point
Cruz CVE119 and operated out of Sasebo, Japan. From Sasebo, he
went to the Yellow Sea off the coast of Korea. Bob was involved in
“Operation Platform,” which was responsible for airlifting Indian
troops to the Panmunjom buffer zone via helicopter to supervise
the exchange of prisoners of war. After his years in the service,
he attended the University of Cincinnati and graduated from the
College of Engineering as a mechanical engineer. After several years
in the industry, he became a city engineer for the city of Wilmington,
OH. Bob and his wife Betty have lived at Cape May for two years.

Tech. Sgt. Bob Briley joined the U.S. Air Force in
1942 and served through 1945, eventually attaining
the rank of tech sergeant. He attended gunnery
school in Las Vegas, NV, and served with the AntiSubmarine Patrol in Otisﬁeld, MA, and went on to
become an instructor at Scott Field in Tucson, AZ.
He volunteered for B-24 training and then traveled to England where he was a radio operator for
the B-24. Bob ﬂew in 26 missions over France and
Germany and served under General Eisenhower.
After his discharge from the Air Force, Bob worked
at Wright-Patterson for 36 years before he retired
and moved to Cape May.

Kenneth N. Wilson
Staff Sgt. Ken Wilson graduated from The Ohio State University, got married and then joined the U.S. Army Air Force.
He served his country from 1942 through 1945. Ken was a member of the Eighth Air Force, 351st Bomb Squadron and 10th
Squadron. He was sent over to England where he worked with B-17 bomber planes. He worked on ground maintenance and
was responsible for keeping the planes in running order.
Ken has many memories from his time in the service. He
recalls being scared when they would have to go to the bomb
shelter every night and being on a tarmac, waiting on a plane,
when “the whole world lit up.” It turns out that German planes
had dropped magnesium ﬂares causing the night sky to light
up. Ken also remembers that Clark Gable was a member of his
outﬁt and had the only motorcycle in the group!
After his time in the service, Ken taught agricultural education in Miami County for seven years, managed over 100 acres
of farmland and crops at Wilmington College for 11 years
and worked at the National Bank & Trust Company where he
advanced to a senior vice president. He has been a resident at
Cape May almost a year.
Page
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Dorothy Love Veterans
Billie Bobbitt

Dick Roeth
Dick Roeth served in the U.S. Navy in the
Korean War from 1952 to 1956. Stationed
in Jacksonville, FL, Dick sailed to the
Mediterranean, across the Paciﬁc and to
Korea on the USS Roosevelt with the Fighter
Squadron VF14. Part of Dick’s responsibilities included loading bombs and rockets and
ﬁlling machine guns with bullets.

Col. Billie Bobbitt was a real trailblazer for
women in the military – and one of the ﬁrst female
colonels in the United States. Billie began her
military career during World War II in the U.S.
Navy right after high school. She served as an aviation machinist mate working on engines, ﬂying as a
crew member and patrolling U.S. coastal waters in
a patrol plane, as well as working crash duty rescuing pilots. After serving in the Navy and the Navy
Reserve, she switched to the Air Force Reserve
upon reading that the Air Force needed college
graduates. By joining the Air Force program, Billie
received a direct commission as a ﬁrst lieutenant.
She taught in elementary and high schools, but
ended this career when she was recalled into active
duty in 1951. This would be the beginning of her
27 ½ years in the Air Force. Following Ofﬁcer
Training School, Billie was assigned as a squadron
commander of more than 500 women at Warren
Air Force Base, WY.
Billie also served as the Women in the Air Force
(WAF) staff director for Headquarters Paciﬁc Air
Forces; senior training ofﬁcer for women in Ofﬁcer
Candidates School at Lackland Air Force Base,
TX; chief of the Personnel Management Division,
directorate of Special Investigations, Headquarters,
USAF and played a big part in women working in
the ﬁelds of special investigations and counterintelligence. She graduated
from the USAF Special Investigation and Counterintelligence School, the
Squadron Ofﬁcers School and the Air Command and Staff College. In
1969, she became the WAF deputy director.

Bob Stough
1st Lt. Bob Stough enlisted in the U.S.
Army Air Corps when he was a senior in high
school and was accepted into the Army’s aviation program in March 1943. He attained the
rank of ﬁrst lieutenant and became a navigator. One of his most vivid memories of the time
he served was one week in the winter of 1945
when he and the rest of the crew dealt with
seven engine ﬁres and a mid-air collision. After
the service, Bob joined the Ohio Air Guard
from 1947 to 1949.
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Anna Zenkovich

Tom Powers
Upon graduating from Columbia University in June 1951,
2nd Lt. Tom Powers enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. After basic
training, Tom was sent to school at Lowry Air Force Base in
Denver, CO, where he qualiﬁed for aviation cadet navigator
training. Shortly thereafter, Tom entered an 11-month aerial
navigation training at Ellington Air Force Base in Houston,

TX, where he graduated in February 1953 earning his pilot
wings and commission as a second lieutenant. Assigned to
a B-20 bomber, he underwent six more months of training
for combat crew and transferred to Okinawa’s 307th Bomb
Wing for ﬂight operations in Strategic Air Command during
Korean service. Tom said that understanding the attributes
of integrity, responsibility and commitment is critical. “I
experienced them at work every day by an 11-man B-29
combat crew and their myriad support personnel. I am proud
to have served and proud of those with whom I served.” He
was discharged February 1956, worked six months in a steel
fabrication factory and then entered Harvard Business School
in September 1956. Tom is a lifetime member of both the
VFW (past post trustee, nine years) and the Korean War
Veterans Association and a current member of the Air Force
Association.

When World War II began, Chief Inspector Anna
Zenkovich joined the U.S. Navy Reserve WAVES – “Women
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service” – serving from
1942 to 1945. Her boot camp training was in Cedar Falls, IA,
and her permanent assignment was in
Corpus Christi, TX, as chief inspector of all life-saving gear. Anna was
always a leader and she made her way
in a man’s world before, during and
after the war.
Anna’s parents were both from
Minsk, Russia, but didn’t know one
another until they immigrated to
America. As a child, Anna lived
in South Bottoms in Sioux City,
IA, a multi-ethnic neighborhood
of Russians, Poles, Greeks, Irish,
Norwegians and African Americans.
Her mother died when she was only
ﬁve-years-old and, although unheard
of in those days, Anna’s “PaPa” raised
three daughters, including Anna, who
spoke ﬂuent Russian by the age of ﬁve.
Anna was very athletic and went from
high school to a Methodist Seminary
in Kansas City to become a deaconess.
Her career as a deaconess took her
to Philadelphia, PA, Fairmont, WV,
and Omaha, NE. She then wanted
a career change and earned a B.S.
degree in English and Education from Morningside College in
Sioux City. She taught English at Ogden Town Junior High and
took management courses at Michigan State.
After the war, the Arizona Department of Employment
Security hired Anna on a 30-day trial basis because the
director was unsure that a woman could handle the job. She
worked there for 31 years. She was the ﬁrst female manager
for the Unemployment Division in the state of Arizona and
managed operations in both the Tucson and Phoenix
ofﬁces. Then she became the ﬁrst woman ﬁeld supervisor
for the Unemployment Division of the Arizona Department
of Employment, managing seven ofﬁces in the state. She
investigated fraud for the unemployment division and was
ultimately promoted to administrative supervisor of 14 ofﬁces
in the state’s unemployment insurance division. Anna retired
in 1977.
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Llanfair Veterans
Ed Hof

Marcia Cahall
Chief Yeoman Marcia Cahall served
in the WAVES from 1943 to 1946. She
received her basic training at Hunter
College in New York, was accepted as
a Yeoman and worked in Washington,
D.C., in a quality control ofﬁce called
“The Gold Room.” Her fondest memories include seeing President Roosevelt
while he was visiting troops in the
hospital and the many special military
services ceremonies she saw – her ofﬁce
was across the street from the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier at the Arlington
Cemetery. After the service, Marcia went
to the University of Wisconsin. She has
lived at Llanfair for 16 years.

Staff Sgt. Ed Hof joined the service right out of
high school, serving 26 months, from 1943 to 1945.
He ﬂew on 39 missions as a tail gunner on a B-24
and spent one year in India and one year in China.
Ed remembers ﬂying over the Malay Peninsula and
dropping time-delayed bombs on the bridge. Flying
at the tail, he was able to see everything that happened. One time, Ed felt a 1,000-pound bomb leave
the plane when he thought it wasn’t time yet. They
had bombed a Japanese machine gun nest – it was
a blessing nobody was shooting at them. He and
his Army Air Force crew of 10 members received a
Presidential Citation for ﬂying the longest ﬂight ever
ﬂown by a propeller-driven airplane (18 hours). Ed
has lived at Llanfair for eight years, is a Presbyterian
minister and still preaches every Sunday at Hartwell
Presbyterian Church and one Sunday per month at
Beechwood Presbyterian Church.

d crew
Ed Hof an

John Ferguson
Pfc. John Ferguson was a member of the U.S. Army from August 1942
through January 1946 where he eventually achieved the rank of private ﬁrst
class. He completed his basic training in Oklahoma, and then was sent to
Fort Benning, GA, to train infantry ofﬁcers. Then he went to Pittsburgh,
PA, to complete a program in Modern Greek. John was later sent to New
Guinea and the Philippines where he worked for the Prisoner of War
Processing Company. There he was responsible for ﬁngerprinting, photographing and interrogating prisoners of war and then keeping their records
up to date. One memory that sticks out to John was when some children of
the Philippines saluted him because they were happy to be liberated.
After being discharged from the service, John went on to get his master’s
degree at Indiana University and became a social worker. He has lived in
Cincinnati for 25 years and has been a resident of Llanfair for ﬁve years.
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Russ Traub
Russ Traub served in the 50th Coast
Artillery of the U.S. Army from 1942 to
1946 as a radio operator in charge of radio
stations. Russ’ basic training began in Key
West, FL, for six months, then moved to
Long Island, NY, and after one year there he
went to Attu Island in the Aleutian Islands.
Russ remembers his best Army buddy, a
wonderful dog who was a great pal and kept
him company in this very isolated area. He
returned to Ohio after the war and worked
for the Cincinnati Gas & Electric Company
for 43 years before he retired. Russ has lived
at Llanfair for seven years.

Helene and Jim Schwarberg
Helene and Jim Schwarberg have been
married since 1975 and they have made
Llanfair their home for eight years. Helene
served in the U.S. Navy as a Pharmacist
Mate 2nd Class at the Philadelphia Naval
Hospital from 1944 to 1947. Jim served in
the U.S. Marines from 1946 to 1947 on the
USS IOWA – President Roosevelt’s ship.
Jim remembers how special it was to be in a
Veteran’s Day Parade in Long Beach, CA, in
1946 with about 80 other Marines.

Bill Kehrer
Ben Pierson
Ben Pierson’s “bad luck” probably saved his
life. Ben served in the U.S. Navy from 1943 until
1945. When he graduated from Great Lakes Boot
Camp in Illinois, he went to San Francisco, CA, to
be shipped overseas. Ben and others in his division
were off of the ship, a Destroyer 770, at the time it
was ready to depart for Honolulu, HI. The crew
was ordered to jump onto the ship, which was
already aﬂoat and about four feet from land. When
Ben jumped, he missed and fell and had to spend
the next six months in the hospital. After he was
healed, he learned that the fellow who replaced
him was the ﬁrst casualty on the ship. Although
disappointed he didn’t get to stay with his crew, he
knows he would not be here today if he had. When
he returned from the service he was a machine
shop operator and later went to work for the
U.S. Post Ofﬁce where he retired after 34 years.
Ben is now 94 years of age, has been married to his
wife for 71 years and has resided at Llanfair
for three years.

Staff Sgt. Bill Kehrer
was a senior in high
school and a member
of the National Guard
when he was called
for active duty. Bill
served in the Korean
War from 1950-1952,
fulﬁlling a spot in
the Batallion 822
Aviation Engineers.
He helped build two
landing strips outside
Togue, Korea. Bill
remembers searching
for a Christmas tree
and ﬁnding a ROC
machine gun nest
instead. He found a
tree elsewhere. Bill
has been a Llanfair
resident for one year.
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Lake Vista Veterans
Gomer Davis
In 1938, Chief Warrant Officer Gomer Davis joined the U.S. Navy
where he worked in the Commandant’s ofﬁce until assigned to the
USS Bellatrix, a supply ship, in March 1942. While on the ship, they
invaded Guadalcanal and captured a Japanese airﬁeld; invaded Sicily;
and were bombed six times, needing to be docked for repair once. In
October 1943, Gomer was transferred to the USS Heywood, a hospital
ship, which then took part in the invasions of Tarawa, Saipan, and
Lingayen Gulf. Overall, he accumulated 11 battle stars; seven stars
from the Bellatrix and four from the Heywood. In October 1944,
Gomer was part of the group that took General MacArthur to the
Philippines. His term of service ended in March 1945 and he joined the
Ready Reserve shortly thereafter and remained a member for 30 years.
Two of his most clear and terrifying memories were seeing a Japanese
suicide plane hit the ship next to him and witnessing the ammo ship,
USS Mount Hood, explode.

Pete Knapp
Staff Sgt. Pete Knapp began his service to our country in 1942 when he was drafted into the U.S. Army’s
Medical Corps. He went from Indiana Gap, PA, to
Little Rock, AK, for basic training and was then sent
on special order down to Panama. Pete was stationed
at Ft. Davis and was responsible for taking needed
medical supplies to ships and hospitals. Perhaps his
greatest achievement and
most vivid memory was
when a ﬁve-gallon jug
of carbolic acid fell off
a shelf in the warehouse
and set the building on
ﬁre. Pete rushed into the
burning warehouse and
dragged a Panamanian
man to safety. Due to his
courageous endeavor,
Pete spent the next 90
days recovering in the
hospital. Though he
received no special commendation for his heroic deed, the pride he feels within
is reward enough. Pete proudly served with the U.S.
Army until he was discharged in 1946.
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Dan Moser
Col. Dan Moser’s time with the U.S. Army began in 1954, but he
didn’t go on active duty until 1955. Once active, he was tactically
deployed just outside of Washington,
D.C., as part of the air defense missile
sites that were set up to protect the
major cities from long-range Russian
aircrafts. Dan was a platoon leader
and executive ofﬁcer and acting company commander while in D.C., until
his term of service ended in 1957 at
which time he joined the Reserve. As
an involved member of the Reserve,
Dan became a commanding ofﬁcer
of reservists for three different companies to which he was responsible for
training, equipping and sustaining the
base of the military during the Cold War. He also trained engineer
groups that were sent to the Vietnam War. Dan has shown
immense dedication
to the Army and his
country maintaining
his enrollment in
the Reserve through
1992.

Henry Nikkel
Lt. Cmdr. Henry Nikkel’s service with the U.S. Navy began in July
1943, when he was called to active duty from the Naval Reserve.
During this time, Henry took part in the Naval ROTC program at
the University of Michigan and upon graduation in February 1945
was assigned to destroyer duty. He was sent to Pearl Harbor where he
received orders to board the USS Nicholas, which was operating against
Okinawa and Japan. While he has many memories from his time aboard
the USS Nicholas, two stand above the rest. The ﬁrst was experiencing
and surviving a typhoon with “waves like skyscrapers.” The other, and
more prominent of the two memories, was when his ship was chosen
to lead the ﬂeet, carrying 75 dignitaries, thru the mine ﬁelds and into
Yokohama Bay to sign the peace treaty. In October 1945, Henry was
transferred back to Washington, D.C., and worked in the ofﬁce of
Scientiﬁc Research and Development until he was discharged in June 1946. However, Henry’s dedication didn’t stop there, as
he joined the Ready Reserve and served a total of 20 years for the U.S. Navy. He also attended the 50th and 63rd reunions of
the USS Nicholas.
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Mount Pleasant Veterans
Lyman Brenneman

Ed Brinkman
Communications Officer Ed Brinkman
served four years as a communications
ofﬁcer for the U.S. Army ordinancy
department – two of which he served
in Europe. He was stationed in Texas,
Alabama and Illinois and received the
Good Conduct, Victory in Europe and
Marksmen’s medals. He has fond memories
of his stay in Paris.

Tech Sgt. Lyman Brenneman served his country
in World War II in a quite unique capacity – as a
tech sergeant in the U.S. Army’s Special Engineering
Detachment (SED), which was part of the Manhattan
Project, a wartime undertaking that turned the
country into a vast factory for plutonium and nuclear
weapons. The Army utilized college graduates to work
as part of an exclusive group of highly skilled technical people to form the single largest company in the
Army. Lyman, an electrical engineer, worked as part
of the SED for four years.

Theodore S. Coberly
Brig. Gen. Theodore S. Coberly entered
active military service as an aviation cadet
in the U.S. Army Air Corps in August 1942.
In June 1943, he received his pilot wings and
commission as a second lieutenant. During
World War II, he primarily served as an
instructor at the Advanced Instructors School
at Foster Field, TX, but was also a director of
gunnery training at Matagorda Island, TX. In
March 1946, he was assigned to the Far East
Air Material Command and in June 1947 was
transferred to the 36th Fighter Squadron,
8th Fighter Group in Japan. His military

Robert Getter
Ordinance Officer Robert “Bob” Getter
served his country in World War II as
a U.S. Army ordinance ofﬁcer. He was
stationed at Fort Lewis, WA, and traveled
to China, Burma and India during the
war. He served 4½ years and upon his
return to the states, he worked for Armco
in Middletown, OH, for 45 years.
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decorations and awards include the
Distinguished Flying Cross, Distinguished
Unit Citation Emblem, Legion of Merit,
Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal with oak leaf
cluster, Air Force Commendation Medal with
two oak leaf clusters, Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award Ribbon and Republic of Korea
Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon.

Jim Fershee
Jim Fershee ﬁxed bombers and ﬁghter planes for the U.S. Air
Corps in World War II. Attending sheet metal school in England,
Jim witnessed the devastation of London ﬁrsthand. The most
memorable moment was postwar. Jim remembers coming down
the gangplank and seeing the Statue of Liberty in the New York
Harbor. He took off his hat and knew he was home.

Jim’s daughter-in-law painted these wooden plaques as keepsakes from
his afﬁliation with the Eagle Quartermasters and the U.S. Air Corps
Fighting Squadron.

Bob Meyers
Seaman 1st Class
Bob Meyers served his
country for four years
in the U.S. Navy as a
ﬁrst class seaman and a
radio operator. He did a
several month-long tour
of duty on the Quick
Destroyer – a naval vessel. His postwar service
included sea duty in the
Reserve on the east and
west coasts.
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Park Vista Veterans
Harriet Broward
Senior Cadet Nurse Harriet Broward was a nurse in a military
hospital and later became a senior cadet nurse for the U.S. Cadet
Nurse Corps. When she was inducted into the Nurse Corps, Eleanor
Roosevelt was the speaker at the ceremony. Eleanor would come
to visit Mary McLeod Bethune at the hospital where Harriet was a
student. In 1943, she graduated from the Howard University School
of Nursing and in 1957 was appointed director of the Division of
Nursing at Hampton University’s School of Nursing. She is named
in “Who’s Who in American Nursing,” as a pioneer among black
women and was a volunteer nurse for the American Red Cross.
Harriet has lived at Park Vista for 13 years.

Tony Tucci
Cpl. Tony Tucci joined the U.S. Army in May 1943. He completed basic
training at Camp Fort McClellan, AL. He was then stationed at Camp
Blandy in Florida, where he became a corporal. Tony joined the infantry and
after one month was on his way to Europe on the Queen Mary. He landed in
Scotland and then went to England, where he completed Advanced Combat
Training. On December 7, 1945, Tony went to France for the Battle of the
Bulge.

Bob Shaffer

Tony was also sent to Germany and while there he and his fellow men were
going from house to house participating in what was called “village ﬁghting.”
One time, they were going out through a window at a house and Tony was the
last one out. A grenade went off and he was injured. He spent 1½ months in a
Belgium hospital and ﬁnally moved to a hospital in France.
Tony received a Purple Heart, a Bronze Star for Bravery, a
Presidential Citation and a Combat Infantry Badge. He is currently
a lifetime member of the National Commander 54th Italian
American War Veterans, which held its ﬁrst meeting in 1948.
He says God has been very good to him and he does not regret
enlisting so many years ago.
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Bob Shaffer was serving in the U.S.
National Guard’s Army Field Artillery
doing maneuvers in Louisiana when the
Korean War broke out in 1951. He was
given orders to board a ship in Seattle, WA,
that was headed to Korea. During the war,
Bob was wounded and spent more than two
months in the hospital before being sent
back to his unit. After the war, Bob settled
in Carmel, OH, with his wife and son and
worked at the International Paper Company
for 32 years until it shut down. He then went
to work for Youngstown Thermal and was
an engineer on the turbines.

Jack Trube
Capt. Jack
Trube served in
the U.S. Army
from March 1942
until April 1946.
He and his wife,
Dorothea, had
been married
eight months
when he was
drafted. Jack was
assigned to the
Medical Corps
and was sent to the 124th Evacuation Hospital
as a medical registrar. He supported the 82nd
Airborne Division and the 86th Infantry Division.
Jack served in France and Germany and climbed
the ranks from private ﬁrst class to captain. His
awards consist of a European African Middle
Eastern Award with one Battle Star, an American
Campaign Medal and a World War II Victory
Medal. He and Dorothea now live at Park Vista
and recently celebrated their 67th wedding anniversary. They have two sons living in Ohio and a
daughter in Arizona.

Virginia Williams
Virginia Williams served in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps from 1944 to
1946 and graduated from basic training at Camp Atterbury, IN. Virginia
began working in the states as a general duty nurse in surgical and orthopedic
wards. She was later sent overseas for 15 months and traveled to France,
Belgium, Germany and Luxembourg. Virginia served as charge nurse of
an orthopedic clinic and surgical ward and participated in the battles of
Northern France, Rhineland and Germany. She received many decorations
and medals including the World War II Victory Medal. While in Germany,
she had the honor to speak personally with General Patton.
Virginia did some traveling after being discharged from the service. She
also attended the University of Pittsburgh and attained a master’s degree
in Nursing Service Administration. She then went to the Bar Harbour Air
Base in Maine and worked as a supervisor in surgery and then was chief nurse at the 79th Fighter Group
Youngstown Municipal Airport for more than six years. Virginia retired as the director of nursing for the
Woodside Receiving Hospital, a state hospital for the mentally ill, after 35 years. She has lived at Park
Vista since February of this year.
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Rockynol Veterans
James Flanagan

James Flanagan was drafted into
the U.S. Army on January 28, 1941
and served until November 1945. He
was shipped out to England in the
spring of 1943. In 1944, he landed
at Utah Beach and zigzagged across
France. He was under the Third
Army of Patton’s Quarter Master
Truck Company. The Third Army
participated in battles across the
country including the Battle of the
Bulge and the Normandy Invasion,
for which he received a Medal from
France. He was home on leave in
1943 and got married at that time.
Toward the end of the war, he went
to Germany. The truck company
would haul supplies to the front lines
and take prisoners of war back with
them. Most of the time, they hauled
Germans and only occasionally
Americans. James was sent back
to the states in 1945 and saw his
19-month-old daughter for the ﬁrst
time. He was called back to the service
in January 1951 and spent 19 months
in the states as a company commander training men to serve in the
supply division before they were sent
to Korea. James is now the proud
father of seven children and has lived
at Rockynol for nearly four years.
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Helen Stahler
Capt. Helen Stahler was called to active duty on October 6, 1941 and was sworn
in the U.S. Women’s Army Auxilliary Corps (WAAC) on August 15, 1941 at Fort
Hayes in Columbus, OH. She completed basic training in Des Moines, IA. She then
attended Administrative Specialist School at the “Slavery Hotel” in Des Moines. She
was in the 4th Platoon, 7th Company and graduated two days before Christmas in
1942. The next day she was sent to Boomtown in Iowa and later received orders to go
with the ﬁrst group of recruiters to Washington, D.C., on
January 7, 1943. On June 30,
1943, she took an oath as a
WAAC ofﬁcer. She attended
the School of Applied Tactics
outside of Orlando, FL, and
was assigned as a military
intelligence ofﬁcer. She
supervised four ofﬁcers and
ten enlisted men and women.
She was later discharged at
Fort Bragg with the rank of
Captain.

Charles White
1st Lt. Charles White enlisted in the U.S. Army Air
Force in June 1942 during his college years. He was a
ﬁrst lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force from 1943 to 1945.
From December 3, 1944 to June 12, 1945, he served in
the 8th Air Force England 493rd BG, 860th squadron.
He ﬂew his ﬁrst mission in December 1944 and had his
own crew after that.
Charles was a German prisoner of war from March 3,
1945 until May 8, 1945. Sadly, he spent his ﬁrst
wedding anniversary in prison. After his time in the
service, Charles worked for and retired from Goodyear
Tire & Rubber and has lived at Rockynol for two years.

Evelyn Gannon
1st Lt. Evelyn Gannon, originally from Illinois, joined the U.S. Army in August 1942 and was stationed in Miami, FL.
She trained in Kentucky to be a ﬂight nurse and was later shipped to
Newbury, England. Her nurses’ squadron (25 in all) lived in one of the
English homes.
She began ﬂying with the Air Evacuation Division of ATC (Airforce
Transport Command) in March 1944. Evelyn took care of the wounded
who were on their way home. Later, she met ATC Pilot Thomas
Gannon and they were married while in England. She was a ﬁrst
lieutenant by the time she was
discharged from the service.
She and her husband moved
to Akron, OH, where they
lived for the next 50 years.
Sadly, Tom passed away in
1996. Evelyn has been a
resident of Rockynol for seven years.

George Chima

Pfc. George Chima was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1943. After basic training, he
was shipped to England. He was in the 18th Infantry Battalion as a private ﬁrst class
when his battalion joined up with the 1st Infantry Division called “Red One.” They
landed on Omaha Beach, just after the invasion of France, where they were trying to
clear the Germans out. They were ﬁghting in Hurtgen Forest and George was made a
machine gunner and was later in charge of his machine gun squad.
In November 1944, George was in a foxhole with his No. 2 man when someone
called out “a bunch of Germans coming – spray them.” He stuck his head out of the
foxhole and was shot in the right shoulder. A piece of shrapnel from a German 88mn77
canon shell had to be surgically removed from his shoulder. A sniper shot a friend
who was trying to help George get to an aide station and the No. 2 man that was
left behind was killed. George was in a number of different
hospitals in Paris, Belgium and England.
George received a Purple Heart Medal, a Good Conduct
Medal and a Bronze Star for his action with the 1st Division
in 1944. After his discharge from the Army, he worked in
the family business, a travel agency, until he retired. He
moved to Rockynol about a year ago.
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Swan Creek Veterans
Gordon
Lanker
When Lt. Col.
Gordon Lanker
ﬁrst joined the
U.S. Air Force
in 1942, he was
stationed in
Fairbanks, AK. As
he rose through
the ranks to
lieutenant colonel,
he served as an
instructor and led
crews on B-17s, B-24s
and B-25s. Gordon
recalls several
close calls ﬂying
the ﬁghter planes
and once saved
his captain from
crash landing near
Burma. Following
his military
service, Gordon
became Toledo’s
postmaster and director of operations.

Alice Howell
During World War II, Alice Howell
served in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps,
a section of the
Army Medical
Department that
provided nursing
care for injured
soldiers. Alice’s
work took her to
Europe, France,
Germany and
Luxembourg,
where her
unit set up a
hospital in the
Duchess’ palace!
Following her service, Alice became an
RN at Toledo Hospital for several years.
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Ted Jenkins
Colonel USMCR (retired) Ted Jenkins has a lot of history to share about
his service time, none as important as his recollection of the people he has
met during 43 years of active & reserve duty – from a Korean interpreter to
a future director of the C.I.A. Near the end of World War II, Ted graduated
from Parris Island boot camp. His enlistment up, and a sergeant, he stayed in
the Marine Reserve while attending Bowling Green State University under
the WWII G.I. Bill. In 1950, during his junior year, Ted was recalled to active
duty, commissioned from
the ranks and served in
combat in Korea in 1951
and 1952. After college
graduation, he worked 35
years in Human Resources
at Libbey-Owens-Ford Co.,
retiring in 1990 as corporate
director-human resources
administration. He stayed
in the Marine Reserve until
his retirement in 1988.
Ted served as commanding ofﬁcer of the Toledo
Marine Reserve Unit, is a graduate of the Naval War College and served on
the USMC Reserve Policy Board. Ted served on the “original” Swan Creek
Retirement Village Board. He is past chairman of the OPRS Board of Directors
and a current OPRS Board member. Ted is honorary co-chairman of Swan
Creek’s Capital Campaign.

John M. Howard, M.D.
Well into his 90s, Capt. John M. Howard, M.D.
doesn’t seem particularly phased that his medical
contributions in the Korean War were the fodder
for the character Trapper John, M.D. in the movie
and TV show, “M*A*S*H.” What Dr. Howard
is interested in is medical research, as he still
maintains ofﬁce hours at the University of Toledo
where he is a Professor Emeritus for the Division
of General Surgery. He feels that during his time
in Korea it was “his duty to seek ways of improving the care for the injured,” including the mobile
intensive care – or MASH units. In 1988, Dr.
Howard was honored with a special award by
the Department of Transportation, Washington,
D.C., “for providing the vision that has become our nation’s Emergency
Medical Services.” He also received the Legion of Merit award from President
Eisenhower. In addition to his vast range of medical publications, he has
authored four books on medical care in battle.

Joanne Malikowski
Joanne Malikowski enlisted in the U.S.
Navy WAVES and served from 1944 to
1946. She met many wonderful people
along the way and developed many close
friendships with fellow WAVES, doctors
and nurses during her service time. She
received her boot camp training in the
Bronx, NY. Joanne considers her time
with the WAVES a turning point in her
life that opened up a whole new world to
her. After spending time overseas, Joanne served stateside at the
Bethesda Naval Hospital in Maryland.

Ben Marsh
Upon graduating from high school in 1945, Seaman
1st Class Ben Marsh enlisted in the U.S. Navy. Assigned to
Great Lakes Naval Station, IL, he was a seaman ﬁrst class
and mess cook in a WAVES’ camp. Ben vividly recalls
the excitement of VJ Day (Victory in Japan Day) while on
leave. He received the Victory Medal for his service and
was honorably discharged in 1946. Over the years,
Ben has been appointed to governmental leadership
positions, has a distinguished law career in the Toledo area
and has served as a volunteer on various community and
state boards, including the Ohio Presbyterian Retirement
Services Foundation Board.

Roy Fink
Roy Fink was 16 years old when he enlisted in the U.S.
Marine Corps and served from 1944 to 1947. Today, Roy
is a leader in Swan Creek’s
formal efforts to recognize service veterans, which includes
its Veteran’s Day Celebration,
Marine Corps Birthday
and Honor Roll where each
resident who served in the
armed forces receives a special
ﬂag pin and is recognized in
a public ceremony. Roy also
takes part in the “Tribute to
the Troops” program in which
Swan Creek residents work
with church and community groups to send letters and
cards of support to troops overseas.
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The Vineyard on Catawba Veterans

Bob Braden
Seaman Bob Braden’s experience as a U.S.
Navy seaman from 1951 to 1955 was both
unique and exciting. Bob spent two years on
the USS Williamsburg, President Truman’s
yacht. He had the opportunity to travel to
Truman’s winter home in Key West, FL. Bob
also met many world dignitaries including
Winston Churchill, who was always very gracious and never forgot to thank the seamen for
a smooth trip aboard the yacht.

Jim Carpenter
1st Sgt. Jim Carpenter enlisted in the U.S.
Air Force right out of high school and served in
the Korean War. After completing
boot camp at Lackland Air Force
Base in Texas, Jim was stationed
at the Lawson Air Force Base
in Fort Benning, GA, for one year
until the whole base was shipped
to France. He took on the role of
ﬁrst sergeant and was also a ﬂight simulation
instructor. Jim serves as a commissioner for the
Ottawa County Veterans Service Commission.

Steve Martin
Brig. Gen. Steve Martin began his tour of
duty in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam
War. He spent 33 years in active duty and
eventually attained the rank of brigadier
general. Steve was appointed vice chair of the
Ohio Veterans Home in Sandusky and served
in this capacity for 10 years. He was appointed
assistant adjutant general and commanding
general of the Ohio Army National Guard.
Over the years, Steve has met tremendous
people and made many valued friendships.
Since his retirement, Steve has spent his time
giving back and serves as the chair of The
Vineyard on Catawba Board.
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Westminster-Thurber
Charles Lindabury
After graduating college in 1941,
Ensign Charles Lindabury was working in
the aircraft industry when he was called
up for U.S. Naval duty in June 1944. He
soon traveled to Sampson, NY, for boot
camp and then
on to Pensacola,
FL, for ofﬁcer
training. Upon
completing his
training, Charles
was assigned
to a ship stationed in the
San Francisco
harbor. His ship
was originally
ordered to go
to Japan to pick
up troops, but
was changed at
the last minute
and was headed
instead to the
Bikini Atoll
for atom bomb
testing and
observation.
Charles, having
earned enough
points, asked to
be discharged
before the ship
sailed in April
1946 and he’s sure glad he did! It turned
out that many of the crew members
aboard suffered radiation poisoning from
the bomb testing!

Veterans

Bob Keitz
Showing his American pride and spirit, Staff Sgt. Bob Keitz
joined the U.S. Marine Corps in October 1942 and attended
seven weeks of boot camp in Parris Island, SC. From there
he was sent to Norfolk, VA, where he was assigned to a ship
destined for Guadalcanal. However, a German submarine
sank the ship when it was on its way into Chesapeake Bay and
Bob was instead sent to the pay ofﬁce where he served for the
next three years. During this time, he also traveled to Puerto
Rico to pay the American troops and was transferred to the
Great Lakes Naval station in Chicago, IL, where he paid the
Marine Corps ofﬁcers who had been prisoners of war. Bob was
discharged from duty in 1946.

Jean Keitz
Lt. j.g. Jean Keitz enlisted to serve our country and in 1943,
she became a proud member of the U.S. Navy WAVES, a
World War II division of the U.S. Navy that consisted entirely
of women. Jean was sent to Washington, D.C., and worked for
the Bureau of Yards and Docks in ofﬁce management. While
in D.C., she also worked with the Department of Engineers
when they were developing pontoon boats. Throughout her
service, Jean traveled around the country to cities like New
York and San Francisco. She said she was “lucky to see the big
cities” and overall it was “quite an experience that I’ll never
have again.” Jean proudly served her country until 1946 when
her term of service was up.

Charles Meng
In October 1942, Tech Sgt. Charley Meng voluntarily
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps, expecting to
become a ﬁghter pilot. He then went through boot camp at
Parris Island, South Carolina, and at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina. After boot camp, Charley was transferred to the
Marine air base at Cherry Point, North Carolina, where he
insistently requested ﬂight training. Instead, he was ordered to
learn to control air trafﬁc. During World War II, he worked
more than three years in four different Marine Corps air trafﬁc control towers and was in charge of two of them. Although
Charley never got to ﬂy while in the Marine Corps, after the
war ended he earned an airline transport pilot certiﬁcate with
a ﬂight instructor rating. Since 1998, Charley has lived at
Westminster-Thurber, where from his tenth-ﬂoor window he
can see airplanes heading to or departing from Port Columbus.
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Senior Independence Veterans
Central Ohio Region
Kayzon Phillips
From 1965 to 1967, E-4
Specialist Kayzon Phillips
served in combat during the
Vietnam War and attained
the rank of E-4 specialist
with the U.S. Army. Although
Kayzon remembers the
rough times, the bad
weather, the long nights and
the bugs, he also has fond
memories of time spent with
friends and of having met
Bob Hope and Charlton Heston at USO shows.

Boyd Stephens
Cpl. Boyd Stephens was
a member of the U.S. Army
Engineers and served in the
Korean War from 1951-1954.
He was stationed in Germany
and while there attained
the rank of corporal, drove
a semi-truck and served as
a mailman. Boyd had the
opportunity to see Elvis
while overseas and visit most
of the European countries. Once his service ended,
Boyd went to college on the GI Bill and worked at
The Ohio State University Extension Service in its
agriculture department. These days, Boyd serenades
his friends with his lovely singing voice.

Greater Cleveland Region
Bob Bevlacqua
Bob Bevlacqua served in the U.S. Navy
from 1963 to 1966 in Norfolk, VA. He was a
ship service man and the Admiral’s barber.
He worked on the Admiral’s Flag Ship and
was the barber for all ofﬁcers, high ofﬁcials
and dignitaries. Later, after they got to know
him and found out how well he could cut hair,
they asked him be a hairdresser for their wives
and children. After his discharge, he returned
to hairdressing and owned his own business in
Eastlake, OH. When the business closed, he
became a bartender and cook for the Eastlake
Tavern. Bob understands the role of “caregiver.” After his retirement, he took care of both his parents before they passed away.

Greater Toledo Region
Richard W. Toda
Cpl. Richard Toda joined the service in 1948
and served in the U.S. Marine Corps aboard
a naval ship. He sailed overseas to Korea
and Japan, as well as in California, Chicago
and on a base in South Carolina. Prior to his
honorable discharge in 1952, Richard served
as a corporal and was assigned in Korea to
the 24th Deadly Weapons Division. In 1954,
Richard entered the Naval Reserve in the
Great Lakes region. Following his years in the
service, Richard worked at Hilﬁnger Corporation and for several
locksmith companies.

Southwest Ohio Region – Mount Pleasant
Cecil Bartlett
Petty Officer 1st Class Cecil Bartlett served as his ship’s navigator in the U.S. Navy during World War II for 3½ years. During this time, he crossed the Paciﬁc Ocean seven times!
Navigating from the bridge of the ship, he once sailed from San Francisco, CA, to Australia in
just 24 days. A ﬁrst class petty ofﬁcer, Cecil was married during the war. He vividly remembers
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the joy of returning to his home state of Kentucky at the end
of the war. Cecil served in the reserve for ﬁve years after the war.
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Senior Independence Veterans
Southwest Ohio Region – Franklin
Darrel Day
Darrel Day served in the U.S. Army from
1969 to 1971 and was a member of the 75th
Artillery, Communications Unit. He spent
most of his time in Northern Germany and
remembers it being 30 degrees below zero. He
mentioned how much he misses his buddies in
the army and wonders what has happened to
them since they left the service. After his discharge, he returned to, and eventually retired
from, his employment at the Middletown
Paper Board in Middletown, OH.

Richard Kramer
Richard Kramer served in the U.S. Army
from 1955 to 1958. He was sent to Fort
Carson, CO, for basic training, then on to
Fort Monmouth, NJ, for schooling and was
stationed at Fort Polk, LA, for the remainder of
his service. After his discharge from the Army,
he worked for and then retired from Carrollton
Envelope in West Carrollton, OH. He now
lives with his wife Betty in Franklin, OH, and
has two children, both living in Franklin.

Walter J. Miller
In 1944, Walter Miller joined the U.S.
Navy and served in the South Paciﬁc on
the USS Upurvis (named in honor of a U.S.
Marine). After his discharge, he pursued
his desire to go into the ministry. He was
a member of the United Baptist Church
where he was saved and now continues to
minister to people at the Franklin Adult
Day center.

L.C. Kindred
L.C. Kindred is originally from
Middletown, OH, and was a star running
back for the Middletown High School
football team. He later attended the
University of Maryland on the eastern
shore and played for the Maryland State
Hawks. During his junior year, he was
contacted by the New England Patriots,
participated in their spring training and
was planning to play for them. At the same
time, his brother needed to return from the
Vietnam War and L.C. volunteered to take
his place. During this period of time, no
two members of the same family could be
drafted. He served in the U.S. Army from
1967 until 1970. During his service, he was
injured when hit by shrapnel. When he
was discharged, he was no longer able to
play football. He went back to college and
earned his degree in sociology. He retired
from AK Steel and now lives with his wife
in Middletown. He has four children, two
girls and two boys. 
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Honor Flight Founder
Visits Dorothy Love
Dorothy Love Retirement Community
chose a wonderful way to honor its
veterans last November. Dorothy Love
invited the founder of Honor Flight,
Earl Morse, to speak to residents, staff
and volunteers. Morse explained his life’s
devotion to getting the nation’s living
World War II veterans to Washington,
D.C., at no cost, to personally witness
the memorial that was erected to honor
their services and sacrifice. Honor Flight
has gained much notoriety nationwide
for its unselfish and dedicated quest.
Dorothy Love has four residents who
have been fortunate enough to take part
in Honor Flight. Irvin Brown first heard of
the flight and flew to Washington, D.C.,
back in November 2006. Upon his return,
he spread the word of his amazing
experience. Bob Stough, Bill Fry and Bill
Gauntt went on Honor Flight in August
2007 and had an equally remarkable and
fulfilling day as well.
Irvin Brown was in the U.S. Air Force
from 1942 to 1945. Bill Gauntt served
in the U.S. Army Air Corps from March
1945 to April 1947 in Italy. Bill Fry was in
the U.S. Navy from September 1943 to
June 1946 and Bob Stough served in the
U.S. Army Air Corps from March 1943 to
September 1946 with the 8th Air Force in
Europe and the Ohio Air National Guard
in Cleveland from September 1947 to
November 1949. 

For more information about Honor Flight please log on to:
www.honorflight.org.
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OPRS Reaches Out To Veterans and Troops

Across the state, residents and staff of OPRS communities have supported veterans as well as active troops,
especially in recent years. Whether an individual activity, group effort or grassroots campaign, these activities mean
much to those who serve our country. Here are just a few examples of these patriotic gestures:
Ernie Karezsi:
Breckenridge Village
The Breckenridge Village Veterans
Group, headed by resident Ernie Karezsi,
has an active presence on the campus.
Working with Chaplain Don Grauer, the
group holds annual Memorial Day and
Veterans’ Day services, takes ﬁeld trips
to nearby locations such as the NASA
Glenn Research Center in Cleveland,
and monthly luncheons. Ernie is currently looking for eight or nine other
campus veterans interested in going to
Washington, D.C., with Honor Flight,
which offers free transportation for
WWII veterans to see the new memorial.
Ernie is not content, however, to
keep their activity to themselves. He
spearheads an ongoing effort to provide
books and magazines to the Wade Park
Cleveland VA Medical Center and the
Veterans’ Home in Sandusky. They are
currently planning an effort to collect
items for Thanksgiving to help local
families in need.
He and fellow resident John Blazek
also led the effort to create a ﬂagpole
memorial, where ceremonies are held
each Memorial Day season (shown above).

Throughout the year they ﬂy ﬂags
belonging to resident veterans, both living
and deceased, in honor of their service.
He has also made it his personal
mission to donate blood every 56 days,
the minimum amount of time allowed
between donations. To date, Ernie has
donated 17 gallons of blood. According
to the American Red Cross, each pint of
blood donated may help save as many as
three lives. Therefore, Ernie’s 17 gallons
may have helped as many as 408 people
needing blood in order to survive!
Ernie set the goal of donating 17
gallons back in 1975 because he wanted
to do as much as possible to help other
people. Why 17 gallons? On the 17th
of March, while serving at Iwo Jima, a
stray bullet hit his helmet – but did not
penetrate. He says he’s liked the number
17 ever since.
When asked by friends if he’s going
for gallon number 18, the active resident
replied with a chuckle, “I’m not sure yet.
I’ll have to see how I feel!”

Debbie Collier: Rockynol
When Debbie Collier, human
resources assistant, learned last year
about the needs of our troops in Iraq,
she immediately wanted to help. Her
daughter, Leah, serving as a captain
in the U.S. Air Force at the time, sent
her a list of items most needed by the
troops. Debbie then mobilized a drive at
Rockynol to help collect these items to
send overseas. Residents and employees
were invited to donate items like puzzle
books, aloe for sunburn, eye drops, lip
balm, magazines, paperback books,
prepackaged snack foods and more.
Additionally, Debbie learned that
more than 50 children of Iraqi Special
Operation Forces and their families live
on the Victory Base Complex. They live
in an impoverished state, having given
up everything to support U.S. efforts.
So Rockynol also supported The Good
Neighbors Program, a non-military charity
created by the military community to
provide aid and support to these friends.
Rockynol residents and staff collected
children’s clothing, household goods,
school supplies, shoes, hygiene products,
toys and comfort items. 
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The Lima Company Memorial
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OPRS
Resident
Art Contest
Judge
Honors
Fallen
Heroes
SSgt Anthony Goodwin,
LCpl Christopher Lyons

Cpl Andre Williams,
LCpl Michael Cifuentes, Sgt David Kreuter

Anita Miller, one of two longtime judges for the OPRS Resident Art Calendar contest, found herself driven to
make a difference through her own artwork.
Like many other central Ohioans, Anita was deeply saddened by the losses suffered by the Lima Company’s 3rd
Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, where 23 men gave their lives serving our country in Iraq. She prayed on what
she, a liturgical artist, could do to help ease the pain of the fallen soldiers’ families.
In early October 2005, the idea literally came to Anita in a vivid dream and she sketched out the plans
when she awoke. She envisioned a memorial consisting of life-size painted panels depicting the fallen men –
arranged in an octagon so as to surround viewers – making them feel they’re in the company of the men. What
began as an individual effort grew into a momentous exhibition titled, “The Lima Company Memorial:
A Remembrance of Spirit and Choice.”
Eight canvas panels measuring seven feet tall feature life-size portraits. Combat boots and ever-living candles
are mounted in front of each portrait on a steel base. The men’s names and information are listed on the back of
each panel along with the entire roster of the Lima Company of 200 Marines. Space is left at the base of the back
side of the panels for memorial flowers or objects to be left by visitors.
Dedicated in the Ohio Statehouse Rotunda on Memorial Day weekend of 2008, it is the first art exhibit ever
displayed in the Rotunda. It will remain on display through November, after which the exhibit will travel to the
other states that are home to Lima Company soldiers.
PFC Christopher Dixon, HM3 Travis
Youngblood, LCpl Wesley Davids

A Remembrance
of Spirit and
Choice

LCpl William Brett Wightman,
LCpl Edward Schroeder II, LCpl Grant Fraser

The Artist in
First Person

LCpl Timothy Bell, Jr, Sgt Justin Hoffman,
LCpl Nicholas Bloem

SSgt Kendall Ivy II, Sgt David Wimberg,
LCpl Jonathan Grant

To help create the paintings, families gave Anita photographs and stories
of the fallen soldiers. She carefully studied the photographs of the individuals; physical structures, facial expressions, and most importantly – the
energy radiating from them. Anita meditated on these images in order to
paint realistic and honorable portraits of the men.
Perhaps one reason the portraits are so moving is the technique in
which Anita used to paint them. While most of the images are painted
with broad and sweeping brushstrokes, the faces of the men are shown in
great detail.
But such a noble project does not come without cost. There is no
government funding for the exhibit. It is financed by the artist and her
husband, as well as through private donations.
We are grateful that Anita has become part of the OPRS family and OPRS
was inspired to support her effort with a donation to the Lima Company
Memorial Fund. This gift honors not only the fallen men, but also our resident and staff veterans. Their service to our country is greatly appreciated
and will not be forgotten. 
LCpl Jourdan Grez, LCpl Chris Dyer,
LCpl Aaron Reed

LCpl Eric Bernholtz, Cpl Dustin Derga,
LCpl Nicholas Erdy

Anita Miller

Although the memorial depicts 23 specific
men, it stands for the thousands lost in all wars
and conflicts throughout our country’s history.
The Lima Memorial puts a face to the warrior
on the ground, recognizing all men and women
who serve in that capacity.
This whole process has been a journey in
faith, not just for me, but for the families of
these soldiers too – to step out of our comfort
zones and embrace a stranger.
I believe this memorial pushes viewers into
a place between worlds, and they feel a presence of spirit there. In this way, it may become a
faith journey for them as well.
I was stepping out on faith from the first
moment, and it continues to be a test of faith
still today. The creation of this memorial has
been dotted with miracle after miracle after
miracle. So much has materialized in the last
moments before it’s been necessary. I still don’t
know where it’s going or how it will all work
out; I just trust it will happen.
Most importantly, the support of numerous
donors, including OPRS, means so much to the
families of these men. When individuals who
have no connection to Lima Company donate
to this cause or visit the memorial, it makes a
powerful statement to the families – it tells
them that their sons’ sacrifice means a lot to the
rest of us too. 
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Westminster-Thurber
resident and longtime OPRS
Foundation volunteer Sue
Mooney is the recipient of the
2008 Elise Woodward Stutzer
National Health Ministries
Award. This national award
from the General Assembly
Council of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) honors a woman of the Presbyterian Church who “unselfishly gives of her time and/or resources to minister to the health needs of
her congregation or to the denomination through the national church.”
The award was presented during the Sunday service at Overbrook
Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Ohio, where Sue serves as elder and faith
community nurse. Sandy Pait, grandniece of Elise Woodward Stutzer,
made the ofﬁcial award presentation after many beautiful comments from
Pat Gleich of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and Diane Brasie, who
nominated Sue for the award. According to the Council, Sue is one of the
“pillars” of the Presbyterian ofﬁce of National Health Ministries,
and is being honored for this legacy, as well as the incalculable contribution
she has made to her community and to her profession through her work as
an adjunct college professor, author, mentor and an active parish nurse.
In 2001, Sue was one of three women in the country honored with the
Women of Faith Award given by the Women’s Ministry program of the
Presbyterian Church (USA).
Sue was one of the ﬁrst proponents of
parish nursing, helping to grow it into a
nationwide program. It promotes a
holistic approach to health care and
works to extend healthy living into the
culture of the community
through the church.
Sue is a past moderator of the Scioto
Valley Presbytery. She has written
many articles including, “Making the
Retirement Community Decision,”
which can be viewed online at
www.pcusa.org/healthyliving/
communitydecision. She has led over
100 workshops nationally on parish
nursing and is co-editor of the
book, “Parish Nurses, Health Care
Chaplains and Community
Clergy – Navigating the Maze
of Professional Relationships.” 
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Honoring Veteran Employees
In support of the theme of honoring
veterans in this issue, we wish to thank
the following employees for their past
service to our country. For those of
you too modest to have included your
names, we also honor you.
Corporate: Tom Canter, director of
construction; Tom Hofmann, OPRS
Foundation President; Dave Kaasa,
OPRS President/CEO; Dorothy
Love: Jimmie Smith, maintenance;
Llanfair: Dave Wiles, receptionist;
Rockynol: Ethel Mayfield, unit
coordinator, Marylisa Kessler, unit
coordinator, Kevin Schumacher,
maintenance, Kim Miller, therapy,
Rachel Hoxha, STNA; Cape May:
Mark Lange, maintenance; Mount
Pleasant: Brad Magill, LPN.
Paul Shaw, Vineyard’s administrator wrote about two veterans
who are also retired, second career
employees. “Temporary – Part-time –
Seasonal” is how Ed Lynch and Gene
Stachura refer to themselves. They have
been keeping the lawns at The Vineyard
on Catawba looking great for the
last ﬁve years! They each put in approximately 20 hours a week during the season
mowing; trimming; and blowing the driveways, walks, patios and Mayﬂies. They are
always eager to help in any way they can. In
early spring, they edge all the landscape beds
and in the fall they wash all the glass in the
outdoor post lights. Ed, retired from Verizon
after 33 years, served in the U.S. Marines
and spent a year in Vietnam. Gene, retired
from GM after 28½ years, was in the U.S.
Navy Reserve and served on an ammunition
ship in the Navy. They have become part of

The Vineyard family, attending functions
and helping their wives with the parties that
the staff host for residents. It is an honor and
privilege to work with these gentlemen. 

AOPHA News
Kudos to the employees throughout
the state who were nominated by their
locations as AOPHA (The Advocate
Of Not-For-Proﬁt Services For Older
Ohioans) stars. WestminsterThurber: Brooke McNeal, dining/
nursing, Malcolm Armistead, maintenance, Jean Whitmer, housekeeping,
Josh Perry, nursing, Judit Mitzel,
nursing; Mount Pleasant: Tim
Biddle, housekeeping, Jewel Butler,
housekeeping, Violet Caskey, dining
services, Rick Click, maintenance,
Vicki Pettus, administration; Swan
Creek: Kim Richardson, STNA,
Keith Harding, security, Dave
Cramer, maintenance, Barb Cox, RN,
Lindsey Lester, activity coordinator;
Vineyard: Vicki VanZoest, grounds,
Karen Muirhead, STNA, Shirley
Brenner, housekeeping; Llanfair:
Eddie Morrow, security, Linda
O’Ryan, STNA. Sherry Ray, LPN,
Linda Saylers, dining, Frank Tigert,
maintenance; Dorothy Love: Linda
Sidle, beautician, Matt Blatchly,
STNA, Carl Pellman, maintenance;
Toledo SI: Jenny Brisbane, home
health aide, Judy Quick, home health
aide, Jackie Hawthorne, activity
coordinator, Mary Adams-Ignasiak,
RN, Tina Evans, home health aide.
Thanks ladies and gentlemen for
shining so brightly! 

Great Successes
Park Vista continues to strive
for excellence by supporting and
encouraging employees to advance
within their discipline. Rhonda
Rispinto, MDS coordinator, and
Joni Brazzi, MDS nurse, recently
completed a course offered by the
American Association of Nurse
Assessment Coordinators (AANAC).
Park Vista also continues to monitor
new techniques that could beneﬁt the
population that we serve. Amanda
Papay, occupational therapist, and
Deanna Lane, PTA therapy coordinator, recently attended a certiﬁcation
course for Kinesio Taping, a method
that has taken the Rehabilitation
and Sports Medicine world by storm
for the treatment of muscular disorders and lymphedema reduction.
Employment of Kinesio Taping creates a totally new approach to treating
nerves, muscles and organs.
Congratulations to WestminsterThurber for winning the 2008
Eden Master Gardner Award,
which they received at the 2008
International Eden conference this
past June (pictured below). We also

celebrate Westminster-Thurber for
being selected as the winner of the
AAHSA (American Association of
Homes and Services for the Aging)
2008 Excellence in the Workplace
Award. The nomination highlighted
the vision and successes of the leadership team of Steve LeMoine, Michele
Engelbach, Debbie Sprinkle, Jamie
Hobson, Nancy Blake, Tim Enderle,
Judy Bender, Brett Swingle, Robin
Eggers, Judy Wolf, Donna Wilburn,
Kim Hanson, Joel Wrobbel, Mark
Arni, Jennifer Howell and Jennifer
Heston. The award will be given at
the national conference in October.
On AAHSA’s Website, www.aahsa.org,
it states, Determined to transform a
medical, task-driven work environment
into a person-directed, social model, the
Westminster-Thurber leadership team began
by building team members’ own capabilities
as coaches, mentors and facilitators and
adopting a servant leadership management
style. After modeling the new behavior for
all staff, the team developed a training curriculum for the entire workforce to encourage
deeper, systemic change. As a result, culture
change growth has been exponential as
evidenced by increased staff satisfaction with
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Great Successes (continued)
more than 90 percent acceptance of culture
change by employees. The WestminsterThurber leadership team has been featured
in articles, on the radio, at conferences and
has developed a speaker’s bureau to spread
the message of culture change. Other great
things happening at WestminsterThurber includes sending our appreciation to Derek Cash, Ruth Walter,
and Stephanie Girton for walking in
the Alzheimer’s Memory Walk 2008
in downtown Columbus and raising
$240 for research. Congratulations
also goes to Gary Blosser, physical
therapist, for being inducted into the
National Wheelchair Hall of Fame
in Lexington, KY, on April 5th.
Gary has been involved with this
group by sharing his time and efforts
ever since he became a physical
therapist.
Breckenridge Village celebrates
Colleen Anderson, director of staff
development, who was chosen to be
a member of the test review panel for
the Ohio Department of Health.
Dorothy Love acknowledges
maintenance staff member, Joe
Welker, for his initiative in partnering with residents for planting and
grounds upkeep. Appreciation is also
rendered for Craig Freisther, John
Adkins, Scott Hooks, and Kelly Foster
for their quick recovery following
some recent building damage.
During the months of May and
June, Corporate employee Carrie
McGlaughlin, director of information
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systems operations, taught a weekly
Junior Achievement class for a 4th
grade class. Carrie felt she was able to
relate her OPRS experience (starting as a home health aide), as well as
introduce the technologies used in
long term care and home care. The
kids enjoyed hearing about real-world
jobs and situations. Carrie also gave
a “Senior Sensitivity” presentation
and training. Each student received a
manila folder (their Instant Aging Kit)
containing; goggles, yellow ﬁ lm, tape,
a button down shirt, a page of the
phone book, surgical gloves, cotton
balls, paper and a pencil to create
understanding of how the ﬁve senses
change as an adult ages. With these
aides, they did everyday tasks. Carrie
said, “It did not take long for some
students to complain about the tape
and want to remove it and several
students were nearly moved to tears;
one even wanted to go to the ofﬁce
and call his grandmother!” The
kids responded with special letters to
Carrie telling her what it meant to
them and how they would treat older
people in the future. One boy wrote,
“I loved the elderly program. I never
knew how old people really felt. Now I
know thanks to you.”
At Mount Pleasant appreciation
goes out to Marilyn Strong, who has
been serving as the housekeeping/
laundry manager for the past year, but
has been an employee since January
1975. Stan Kappers, executive director,

reported, “She is not only doing an
outstanding job, but doing it, as one
fellow employee said, with grace and
poise.” Thanks Marilyn. Stan also
received a letter from a resident that
wanted to make sure he knew how
lucky he was to have employees as
efﬁcient, helpful and warm-spirited
as Rick Click and Keith Angel. During
her recent collapsing ceiling episode,
which was caused by a storm, Rick
came to her assistance promptly and
drove her in her car down to her
sister’s home where she stayed for eight
days. She wrote that Rick “practically
held me up since I was really shaking.
God bless him!” In reference to Keith,
she stated that her cat had caught
a small baby rabbit and brought it
home. Keith chased the rabbit down
through the living room and into
the bedroom, where it tried to hide
underneath the baseboard heating.
He took the bunny outside and tucked
her under some thick bushes where
she hopped off. She stated that Keith
is “a good guy.” Thanks gentlemen for
your great service!
The Akron Beacon Journal reported
that Leadership Akron picked 34
people for the 2008-09 class, marking its 25th year. This year’s class
includes Rockynol’s Leslie Belfance,
executive director. Congratulations to
Leslie as she joins other participants
from the business, government and
nonproﬁt sectors to reach higher levels
of involvement in the community.
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